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Religious Beliefs of the Ancient Inhabitants of Fezzan

(Bull Worship)

* Salem Mohammed Abdullah Huwaidit

'Faculty of Arts, University of Sebha
Abstract
There is no doubt that the study of beliefs is of such importance that it is impossible to date
the mentalities of peoples without delving into their religious heritage, which, no matter
how distant in time, will remain an element of influence in their religious and social life.
Thus, this paper aims to delve into the past to search for some spiritual and emotional ideas
and perceptions, as well as the beliefs, values, and ideological perspectives related to the
worship of animals (bulls) that the ancient inhabitants of Fezzan adopted and believed in.
From the standpoint of trying to identify the roots or determine the original form of this
religious belief, the paper moved between analysis, comparison, and inference, during a
time period dating back to the eighth millennium BC and beyond, within the geographical
area of the oases of the Fezzan region, its highlands, and the Nile Valley in Egypt. The
paper also highlighted the nature of the deity and its manifestations, as well as its symbols.
Based on the assumption that bulls were among the manifestations of the environment that
caught the attention of the ancient Fezzan, he saw in the bull a higher model of physical
strength and fertility (the ability to create, reproduce, and continue life) in the natural
theater in which he lived.
The research also addressed the different opinions and assumptions of scientists, along
with the researcher's belief about the reasons and motives behind the veneration and
worship of bulls. The paper also touched on a group of religious rituals, ceremonies, and
periodic celebrations associated with the worship of bulls in ancient Fezzan society, some
of which are still embedded in the collective memory of the population.
Keywords: Religious beliefs, ancient inhabitants of Fezzan, bull worship
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