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The Role of the Fezzan Tribes in Resisting the Italian Invasion of Libya
October 1911-1912

“Khalifa Muhammad al-Duwaibi®
'History Department, Faculty of Education, Tarhuna, Ez-Zitouna University

Research Summary

The state of Tripoli West, as it was known during the period of the second Ottoman era (1835-
1911), was exposed to an external aggression that aimed to occupy the land and deprive the
citizens of their freedom by Italy, which justified the aggression with flimsy arguments and
excuses, including preparing and civilizing the Libyans, providing services to them, and
liberating them from the injustice and oppression of the Ottomans. The Italians believed that
the Libyans would receive them like conquerors and would turn into their brothers as soon as
they landed on the Libyan shore.
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As soon as the battleships of the Italian fleet began bombing the coastal cities, including the
city of Tripoli, in October 1911, the Libyans called on the Libyans men, women, children and
the elderly, to the fields of jihad, each with whatever they could get their hands on.

Groups of volunteers from all regions moved under the leadership of their local leaders in
response to the nation’s call. Among the groups that set out from the far south towards the
north were groups of Mujahideen \ defenders from the Fezzan tribes who did not wait for
orders to move from the authority in the state capital, Tripoli. Participation in defending the
homeland is limited by the lack of means of transportation, the roughness of the road, and the
lack of provisions.

The members of this group advanced with enthusiasm until they reached the headquarters of
the Ottoman military base in Al-Aziziyah, where they were greeted with a warm welcome.
After which orders were issued to them to move towards the front line around the city of
Tripoli, and they joined their Mujahideen \ defenders’ brothers there and fought with them
honorable battles that stopped the Italian advance for a whole year (1911-1912 AD).The
Italians could not cross the weaponry range of their fleet. This situation continued until
October 1912 AD, when the Ottoman Empire arranged the Agreement\Treaty of Auchi-
Lausanne, according to which the soldiers of the Ottoman military base were withdrawn from
Libya and the Libyans were left alone to face their fate.

Keywords: The Ottoman Empire, Italy, Tripoli, fleet battleships, battles of October 1911-

October 1912 AD, Agreement \ Treaty of Auchi-Lausanne, naval mission, crushing defeats.
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