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Fezzan through the writings of French travelers during

the nineteenth century
“Soudani Abdelkader!
'University of Sfax and University of Gafsa, Tunisia
ABSTRACT
The importance of Fezzan lies in its geographical location that connects the African desert
with the Mediterranean Sea, as well as its control over most of the trade caravan routes,
and therefore it was of interest to the European powers seeking to occupy Africa, and
these imperialist countries sought to send explorers to learn about this vast and mysterious
area.
We will rely on the writings of travelers to study the society in Fezzan as well as the
customs and traditions. By dividing this research into two elements, the first is concerned
with how these travelers came to Fezzan, while the second element will examine the
backgrounds of the travelers' observations.
We will rely on approaches as a research methodology to ensure the greatest degree of
scientific objectivity.
Keywords: Fezzan, Travelers and explorers, customs and traditions, colonization.
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