FEZZAN UNIVERSITY SCIENTIFIC JOURNAL

Jutinal) Cilydialy (Bl (gland) Yl deal) alal) aigal

journal@fezzanu.edu.ly

lgilas g ge lgil Auilalinl) (8 £ 3B o Laguuga Adiny Ay
(Ve Auly) Indgail (35 datd
Foaal) S e’
Gl dnals —5S5 aslally V) AIS = Al SLaYly SEY) aud !
1)
Wypac Al dlaY) gad) b Dulad] Lelial clivasill Jilay sl o LoDy ol loul il
CDlalsall 3yb o Ll gad) @b Ll coalall Galls a0 ALl B 8 e e g L Adiad
lalaal ) g A a3 pe dall a3 LS caall o capuall 1g] i) el G s Wgianaley (i ax caallal
lgishy dumnda e o agi Lol cilSy L alhaally Anlasll SShall aal lgheags il chaiall & duladll cilales)
by Glagiadl by copenlly bl Jae B Bee Jle bjle iy cidad) 2
ghally (lalall Slhlaal) 83 G ¢alSal Loy asi AU g peall JlaeYL jilaad) 03 ol dasi)) LS
eelSas YD me lolales ol alBY) 13 e Gl b YT Slsall) Al dngy Cagdslly dlalud) e
cJinal) Al (puladl)
Sliall sl — LDl (@) 30 —g M — o tdpalidal) Clalsl)
A research paper entitled: Ottoman Fezzan Castles: Their Types and

Architecture, Murzuq Castle as a Model (A Comparative Study)
“Maryam Alzanati Ebrahim?®
ICollege of Arts and Sciences- tokra - University of Benghazi

Abstract:

City walls and forts played a fundamental role in the defensive strategies of cities
throughout Islamic history. These fortifications were crucial for maintaining internal stability
and protecting against external threats, especially in cities located along key trade routes. An
exemplary model of such fortified cities is Murzuq, the capital of Fezzan. The fort of Murzuq
stands as a prime example of desert fortifications built by local leaders in the Libyan desert. It
not only served military purposes but also symbolized the authority and strength of local
rulers, reinforcing the city's importance in commerce and urban development.

The fort in Murzug was constructed using natural materials sourced from the local
environment, and its construction was carried out by skilled workers using simple techniques
and components. Despite the simplicity of these materials, the fort's design was robust,
enabling it to withstand various threats. These fortifications were crucial, not only due to
internal unrest and power struggles but also as a defense against the expansionist ambitions of
the Turkish Pashas from Tripoli. The Pashas, who approached the region with an imperialistic
mindset, forced local rulers to prioritize the construction and upkeep of such fortifications to
resist occupation and maintain their autonomy.
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