FEZZAN UNIVERSITY SCIENTIFIC JOURNAL

Jutinal) Cilydialy (Bl (gland) Yl deal) alal) aigal

journal@fezzanu.edu.ly

ladgad) i @il (a19) -G - AN (416) -G O R B Bliall Al
Lo Ao )l il jall g el giaall _lll S jall?

gaidlall

oo ot e Lea ¢Apul) Gl (e IS a0 Laaly 3N Ler LAF ol B ) COlebaa jsea )
G Al Al Ll i€ Al ey Apaleai®Y) Aaalil) cpad LAl B DA S adinall b 8al) Dl
O 08 LS (gie gendl) Lald chydlly aall hilee b JaNg o al¥) Gllan b ¢lganls Gl )5S
Babaas el (IS Vs BDUally zlg3l) 3l ansanle 13ay dselan ) Lalill e Wl gy YL Chaaisg
e Ca gd EY) pea 0eSan Gl o LS clgllaa ade cuald clie @l B 35 Cun o(2ld) ) e
Lilids Ll Cusis leng) (s el
Lalis 385 Gan of ge )l o Jlee oldin) g Lt s Gl 4K Lo o) jeY) dada i
g O Bl e il aia Ges iy uat gl aal ast Cus fpuall lesimse o6 I Gl
s Laxiey cBladl a8 o Caalale Lt (g i Yy cogilil Igie ol oS racs 4l L2 ()Y
0sSA (e sl (o lgnad vy
Slatinl s Adly Ly pany o 4 LS ¢ ol Gl e gl 13a o WlaaY sl e daledll DA (e
Canai (95 s llae (BLI) g 4l (o ein Laily AT gen Gasna Y Gl gk (63 Q8 (3,0
c L) Lanpal) s 4 oSl oLl

c il (DA e L) 300 Lgie it Aind) A8y oda Lgnaaln ) Lleadl (e o)
Al Al Gl ¢ B ¢ ahall pliagl : dalidad) clall)

The Status of Women in Fazzan from the 16th Century to the 19th
Century: The Documents of Brak as a Model.

Muhammad Hussein al-Turki
Libyan Center for Archives and Historical Studies, Sebha

Abstract

The images of women's transactions in Fazzan are abundant in the documents, and we have
a sufficient number of family documents that allow for an investigation into the status of
women in Fazzan society during the study period. Economically, it is clear that women had
financial autonomy, as documents were written in their names. They owned land and were
involved in buying and selling, especially among those who were well-off. Additionally,
they would donate and give away land and houses.

Socially, as reflected in the documents of marriage and divorce, the latter was often initiated
by the woman (khul‘), with phrases such as "she gave up her dowry" appearing in the
documents. The documents also reflect the issue of inheritance, where women inherited
from their parents and husbands and could pass on their inheritance to their daughters and
sons.
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In fact, the documents show that women enjoyed an excellent social position, despite some
documents—especially those related to the "habs™ (endowment)—where a man would
create a document restricting his children, both male and female, from selling land.
However, the male heirs were allowed to pass on the land to their children, while the female
heir benefited from her share as long as she was alive. Upon her death, her share would be
divided among the male heirs.

Through the study of the documents, we noticed that this type of document is rare and has
not received extensive study. Based on my research of the documents, | found that those
who created the "habs" usually did not restrict all of their property, but only a portion of it,
leaving the rest unrestricted so that the shares of both men and women followed Islamic
law.

These issues will be discussed in detail in the research paper using examples from family
documents.

Keywords: Women’s Status, Fazzan, Family Documents, Brak
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