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Features of the Fezzan Society through the Writings of European
Travelers (Frederick Hornemann and John Francis Lyon as Models)
1797-1819
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'Department of History, Faculty of Arts, AlAsmarya Islamic University
ABSTRACT

The research aims to review the most important observations and impressions recorded
by the traveler Frederick Hornemann during his visit to Fezzan in the late 18th and early
19th centuries. He traveled from Cairo to Murzuq, then from Murzuq to Tripoli, and
returned again to Murzug. The research also covers the journey of the traveler John
Francis Lyon from Tripoli to Fezzan in 1819. The travelers explored cities and villages,
deserts and oases, and wrote about the local political and administrative system in Fezzan,
the customs, traditions, and clothing that characterize the Fezzani society, in addition to
the economic activities such as markets, caravan trade routes, agriculture, and industry, as
well as the prevalent diseases and their treatments. To achieve these objectives, the
comparative method was used to compare the information provided by the travelers under
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study, alongside historical research based on narration and description. The study
concluded with several results, most notably: providing a distinctive description of the
political and administrative fluctuations experienced by the region, such as the end of the
era of the Sultanate family of Awlad Muhammad and the imposition of direct control by
the government of Tripoli over the region. The travelers also described the components of
the Fezzani society by mentioning its various tribes, customs, and traditions, the main
economic elements of the region’s cities, the local and foreign goods in its markets, and
the economic system used to finance the local administration. The travelers did not
overlook recording the prevalent diseases in the region and describing the health reality,
which lacked institutions and health facilities, prompting the locals to resort to traditional
inherited methods to treat their patients.

Keywords: Fezzan Society, Hornemann, Lyon Writings of Travelers.
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