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Revelations of the hidden meaning in the Novel ‘Zagreb Al-Abeed’ (The Cages

of Slaves) by Najwa Bin Shatwan
* Amina Al Sharif Salem Ageela'
! Department of Arabic language- Faculty of Arts- Sirte University
Abstract:
The present study aims to explore the unexpressed/hidden meaning in the ‘Zareeb Al-Abeed’ (the
cages of salves) novel by the Libyan novelist, Najwa Bin Shatwan as it includes some themes that
reveal a number of taboos such as sex and some social and societal taboos which were represented in
the parallel text in the novel.
The study has revealed some findings which can be summarized as follows: the novel understudy is
very unique and unprecedented in the way it dealt with the marginalized people belonging to the slave
class as well as women slavery which was predominate at some periods in the Libyan history. This
was mainly reflected in the predominance presence of female compared the male presence in the
novel.
Keywords: taboos - sex — marginalized people - slavery - femininity.
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