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Asses sing the reality of mud monuments in the Wadi Etba region
“Abraheem Alzubayr Abdulgadir Alzubay1
"Lecturer at Fezzan University — Faculty of Arts and Sciences Wadi Etba

Abstract:

Monuments are considered to be vivid representations of a specific era in which
individuals lived in a particular geographical area. They symbolize the existence and
development of human civilization, which is often built upon the exploitation of resources
within their surroundings. The objective of this study is to examine the mud monuments left
by humans in the Wadi Ataba region. By gathering extensive information and data about
palaces, castles, and ancient cities in the study area, the research aims to provide a scientific
description of these structures. This endeavour serves the purpose of generating scientific
knowledge and understanding the significance of these mud monuments. The responsible
authorities, such as the department of antiquities or universities, can utilize this information
to assess and preserve these historical sites. Furthermore, it is crucial to emphasize the
economic importance of these monuments, as they can create job opportunities and
contribute to the local and national income. Additionally, shedding light on their historical
and economic value can enhance the appreciation and awareness of the local population.
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A recent study has revealed the presence of 23 archaeological sites, encompassing various
structures such as palaces, cities, and castles. Interestingly, these sites exhibit a diverse
distribution pattern, with a significant concentration of palaces and castles situated on
mountain hills that extend across Wadi Atba. Furthermore, the study has provided insights
into the condition of these monuments, indicating that while some remain in good shape,
others have completely collapsed. As a result, the study strongly recommends the
implementation of maintenance and restoration efforts to preserve these historical treasures.
Additionally, it suggests leveraging these sites for tourism and economic purposes,
recognizing their potential in attracting visitors and contributing to the local economy.
Keywords:Wadi Etba, mud monuments, archaeological sites, spatial analysis, um al-
Hamam.
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