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John Mark Locke and his contribution to the development of contemporary political
thought

Ali mhemede Ali Motleb Abudabbous

Department of Philosophy-Faculty of Arts- University of Misurata

Abstract

The research aimed to identify the biography of John Locke and his most prominent
political ideas and the extent of their contribution to the development of contemporary
political thought. The descriptive analytical method was used. The research included five
axes that concerned the biography, the social contract, the state, authority, law, freedoms,

and the civil state.

The research concluded that John lived in a historical period. It is full of political and
sectarian conflicts that influenced his ideas, and the events that he experienced had a
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major impact on the formulation of his philosophical, educational, and political ideas.
These ideas and theories influenced the occurrence of a well-known revolution that
established human rights, including the French Revolution and the American Revolution.
He did not care about the external form of the state, whether it was democratic or
Moderate monarchy. Rather, he gave great importance to the state and society, and
promised that the government was merely a political institution in the state.

The goal of the establishment of the state is to protect the rights and property of
individuals, and since the government represents the will of the people, it must work to
protect the natural rights of individuals (citizens). He developed the theory of social
contracting and proposed solutions to these conflicts using many principles, including the
principle of separation of powers and the principle of freedom under the liberal concept.
The principle of tolerance and other conventional ideas that serve people in general and
citizens in particular. Therefore, he paid attention to the human being, and also developed

an educational program specific to the individual and society.
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