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Abbas Ibn Firnas and his role in the scientific life in Andalusia
(194-274 AH / 810-887 AD)

*Mabrouka Hasan Ibrahim
!College of Arts <Sebha «Sebha University

ABSTRACT

Abbas bin Firnas is considered the first pilot among Arabs and Muslims. As soon as
his name is mentioned, the story of that attempt that opened the way for the world to
invent airplanes comes to mind. Through that attempt, his wide fame was achieved
throughout the world. However, on the other hand, only a few know that this man has
other scientific achievements in which he excelled and shined. ; He was distributed
among a large number of fields of knowledge, such as chemistry, medicine,
pharmacy, and especially herbs and their therapeutic properties, which qualified him
to be the palace physician to the princes of Andalusia. He also excelled in
mathematics, physics, poetry, literature, rhetoric, music, philosophy, and even in what
concerns industry, war materials, and engineering. He became one of the geniuses of
Andalusia’s encyclopedic scholars in Third century AH/ninth century AD; Thus, he
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deserved the title of the Sage of Andalusia, and many testified to him that he was very
keen on applying scientific theories and verifying them using the scientific method in
all sciences, and even applying them on the ground in reality, although what is
unfortunate for him is that most of his writings have been lost and only a small
amount of them remains of what is scattered in the stomachs. Books or by those who
took them from him or translated them for him, and this made knowledge of this
personality few and limited to a certain aspect and to a limited group of
knowledgeable people and scholars only

.Keywords: Ibn Firnas, the sage of Andalusia, the polymath, his inventions, aviation
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