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ABSTRACT

Tourism is one of the most significant economic sectors in developing
countries due to its role in supporting the economy and diversifying sources
of income. Libya possesses considerable tourism potential thanks to its rich
cultural heritage and diverse natural landscapes—particularly in the Fezzan
region, which represents an open-air natural museum with its vast deserts
and historical landmarks.

The study aims to highlight the economic importance of desert tourism in
Fezzan, analyze its current reality, identify key opportunities and
challenges, and propose a future developmental vision. The research
adopted three methodological approaches: the descriptive method to
examine the current tourism situation, the historical method to trace the
temporal evolution of tourism sites, and the analytical method to process
statistical and tourism data.

The findings revealed that air transport constitutes the primary means of
tourist entry and exit, accounting for 54.5% of arrivals and 55.1% of
departures in 2024, underscoring the vital role of air travel in supporting
tourism. There is a clear disparity in the distribution of hotel establishments
and tourism infrastructure across Fezzan’s cities. Sebha ranks first,
comprising 35% of hotels and lodges (7 out of 17) and about 39% of the
workforce (290 out of 743), confirming its role as the region’s main tourism
hub. Murzuq follows with 25% of bed capacity, indicating reasonable
accommodation potential despite its limited number of hotels.

The study also revealed weak spatial distribution of tourism services, lack
of media promotion, and neglect of many natural and archaeological sites,
which has limited the region’s ability to capitalize on its available resources.
The research concludes that Fezzan possesses immense potential for
tourism development; however, its effective utilization requires strategic
planning that balances infrastructure development and media promotion
while ensuring integrated service distribution. The findings affirm that
developing this sector can create employment opportunities, foster local
community development, and preserve historical heritage, thus making
tourism a strategic resource supporting the national economy.
Keywords:Geographical Features, Desert Tourism, Southwestern Region,
Tourism Infrastructure, Tourism Development
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