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The Effectiveness of International Humanitarian Law Rules in
Protecting Civilian Objects: From Norms to Practice

*Khaled Saad Al-Faydi'
!Graduate Studies College, Ministry of Interior

Abstract

International humanitarian law constitutes the legal framework aimed at mitigating the
suffering caused by armed conflicts by establishing rules that protect civilians and
civilian objects unrelated to military operations. The protection of civilian objects holds
particular significance due to their direct connection to the survival and well-being of
civilian populations, including homes, schools, hospitals, and essential infrastructure
such as water and energy networks. The Geneva Conventions and their Additional
Protocols, along with other international treaties, have accorded substantial attention to
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the principle of distinction between military targets and civilian objects, and have
emphasized the principles of proportionality and military necessity as fundamental
safeguards to limit the impact of hostilities on civilians. However, the practical
application of these rules presents several challenges, notably:

» Ambiguity in the definition of certain legal concepts.

* Broad interpretation of “military necessity,” which may lead to serious violations
affecting vital civilian infrastructure.

This reality raises critical questions regarding the adequacy of existing legal provisions
and underscores the need to enhance accountability and oversight mechanisms to
strengthen the protection of civilian objects and ensure the prosecution of violators.
Keywords: International Humanitarian Law, Protection of Civilian Objects, Armed
Conflicts, Rules of Engagement, Geneva Conventions
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