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The political exploitation ofillegal immigration in Libyan-European
relations

* Adel Al-Muntasir!

'Department of Political Science, Faculty of Business Administration, Al-Jufra
University, Libya

Abstract

This research paper examines the phenomenon of illegal immigration from a political
perspective, highlighting how it is used as a pressure and negotiation tool in relations
between Libya and the countries of the northwestern Mediterranean, especially Italy.
Libya's geostrategic importance is highlighted as a major gateway for migrants seeking
to reach Europe. This position gives it significant influence in terms of its ability to
control the flow of migrants, at a time when southern European countries are facing
significant political and social pressure due to the influx of migrants, making them
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willing to offer political and economic concessions to Libya in exchange for
cooperation in stemming migration flows.

Political exploitation from the Libyan side came when previous Libyan regimes and
successive governments used this card to pressure Europe to obtain political support,
investments, or financial aid. European policies in dealing with the migration issue
have turned it primarily into a security issue and transferred the responsibility for
managing migration to transit countries such as Libya

The paper's conclusion showed that illegal migration is no longer just a humanitarian
issue, but has become a complex political tool used to serve the interests of multiple
parties. It reveals the dynamics of an asymmetric relationship, in which parties
exchange interests, further complicating both the humanitarian and security crisis.
Keywords: European Union, political recruitment, International Organization for
Migration, illegal immigration, Human Rights Watch, Frontex.
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