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Analyzing Medical Errors from an Islamic Perspective
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Academy for Graduate Studies, Southern Region

Abstract

This research presents an analytical study of medical errors from an Islamic
perspective. It clarifies the concept of medical error in light of Islamic law, explores
how to address it, and identifies the resulting legal responsibility. The study also
highlights the role of Islamic medical ethics in preventing and mitigating the effects of
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Analyzing Medical Errors from an Islamic Perspective Al-Khayali

such errors. The importance of this topic stems from its relevance to contemporary
issues concerning the preservation of human life, a fundamental objective of Islamic
law. Furthermore, it is closely linked to the medical profession, which is based on
diligence, integrity, and responsibility.

The research aims to explore the Islamic values and principles that contribute to
understanding and evaluating medical errors from both a legal and ethical standpoint.
It also seeks to establish the guidelines governing the practice of medicine in Islam,
ensuring a balance between patient welfare and protecting physicians from injustice,
while guaranteeing justice when an error occurs. The research relies on an analysis of
Islamic texts from the Holy Quran and the Sunnah (Prophetic traditions), along with
relevant legal maxims and objectives, to derive applicable guidelines and standards for
the contemporary medical field.

The research is divided into an introduction, two main sections, and a conclusion. The
first section was dedicated to studying medical errors from a religious perspective, and
it comprised two parts: the first addressed the concept of medical errors and their
causes, while the second examined the foundations of medical ethics in Islam and their
impact on guiding the physician's professional conduct. The second section addressed
the legal responsibility arising from medical errors, with the first part explaining the
physician's legal responsibility, and the second part discussing some practical
applications of medical errors and their legal implications. The research concluded with
a summary of the most important findings and recommendations.

Keywords: Medical Errors, Legal (Sharia) Responsibility, Islamic Law, Medical
Ethics, Medicine
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