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Abstract:

This research addresses the issue of "statelessness" as a complex legal and
humanitarian phenomenon that deprives an individual of the fundamental legal
bond with a state, and the resulting disruption of the "diplomatic protection"

mechanism, which traditional international law has established as being limited

only to state nationals. The study aims to highlight international efforts to bridge
this legal gap, starting with the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of
Stateless Persons and the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness, up
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to the qualitative developments in the 2006 International Law Commission
project.

The research employed descriptive and analytical methodologies to detail and
deconstruct relevant international rules, concluding that the international
community has begun to move towards adopting "alternative criteria" for
nationality, such as "habitual and legal residence," as a basis for granting
stateless persons a form of legal protection. The study also reviewed the pivotal
role of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in
providing technical and legal protection to this group. The importance of the
research lies in linking international legal theory with practical challenges,
emphasizing the necessity of respecting international standards to ensure the
fundamental rights of stateless persons and protect them from legal
marginalization.

Keywords: statelessness, diplomatic protection, public international law,
habitual residence, international conventions, United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees.
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