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Abstract

This study employs an analytical and comparative historical approach to examine the
chronicles of British travelers dispatched to the region of Cyrenaica during the 18th
and 19th centuries. It aims to trace the political, social, and economic transformations
of the region throughout this period.

The study identifies two pivotal eras: The Karamanli Era: Characterized by the
recession of Tripoli's central authority and the rise of tribal influence in the
hinterlands, leading to periods of instability intermittently punctuated by a fragile
peace during the reign of Yusuf Pasha Karamanli. The Ottoman Era: During which
the Ottoman administration attempted to extend its control but was challenged by the
expansion of the Senussi Movement. The latter established a parallel local system that
integrated spiritual and temporal authorities.
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The study asserts that these journeys—supported by the Royal Geographical Society
and the British Admiralty—carried strategic dimensions aimed at serving British
interests. They exposed the vulnerability of coastal fortifications and the complexity
of the tribal landscape. The research concludes that these writings constitute a vital
documentary reference for understanding the dynamics of power in Cyrenaica and
documenting a significant chapter of European competition for influence in North
Africa.

Keywords: Cyrenaica, British Travelers, Karamanli Dynasty, Second Ottoman Era,
Senussi Movement, International Competition, Royal Geographical Society, Libyan
Political History.
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