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The Fezzan District and its Economic Role in the Tripoli Province 1835-1911
A Documentary Study
“Asma Jaafar!
'Department: History, Faculty: Arts, Misrata University

Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on an important aspect of the history of Tripoli in the
nineteenth century, namely the significance and role of the Fezzan District. It was one
of the province's important and strategic districts and one of its main commercial
centers in the south. Due to its geographical and historical importance, the Ottoman
authorities took a keen interest in it, striving by all means to make its subordination
an essential element of their direct rule.

To clarify this, the information was presented and analysed according to scientific
requirements in two main sections. The research addressed the strategic importance
of the region and its political repercussions on the area, as well as its commercial role
in connecting its districts with a postal network to facilitate trade and communication
between them and the provincial capital. This was achieved by relying on a primary
and important source: unpublished documents. These documents play a significant
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role in highlighting the history of Libyan cities and demonstrate the importance of the
Fezzan district and its crucial role in the Ottoman Empire's control over the southern
gateway to Tripoli, thereby regulating trade within the province. This is where the
scientific significance of the study lies.

Keywords: al-Bara, Fezzan, districts, rock salt, salt flats.
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