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Sakaka-Aljouf 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
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EDUCATION 

 

1990  Faculty of Medicine, Glasgow University    Glasgow, United Kingdom 

 PhD Microbiology 

 

1986 Faculty of Medicine, University of Manchester  Manchester, U.K  

 M.Sc. Bacteriology 

 

1984 Faculty of Medicine, University of Manchester  Manchester, U. K 

 Diploma in Bacteriology and Virology (Dip-Bact) 

 

1979 Sabha University      Brack - Libya 

 B.Sc. Medical Laboratory Sciences 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 Academic and Research Microbiologist ARM: Canadian College of Microbiologist, 2002. 

 ICH-GCP (Royal Holloway, University of London, UK), 2007. 

 WHMIS, University of Ottawa-Canada 

  Animal Handling, University of Ottawa-Canada 

  Laboratory Safety, University of Ottawa-Canada 

  Biosafety, University of Ottawa-Canada 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS & AWARDS 

 

 Placed 4th (B.Sc. Medical Laboratory Sciences)   1976-1979 

 Winner of Ministry of Higher Education scholarships   1982-1990 

 WHO scholarship       1998 & 2001 

 University of Sassari Fellowships, Italy      2003;2004; 2005 

  

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

 

 As an undergraduate students received extensive training in medical diagnostic procedures at 

Galway, Drogheda, Castle bar, and Dublin General Hospitals -Republic of Ireland during the 

years 1977-1979. 

 Study on the Oral Carriage of Candida species among adult Saudi population at Aljouf 
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Region. 

 

 Staphylococcus aureus carriage among medical students (college of medicine-Aljouf 

University).  A laboratory based study using conventional and molecular diagnostic 

procedures, 2015. 

  

 Department of Biochemistry Microbiology and Immunology, Faculty of Medicine, University 

of Ottawa, 2009-2011. 

 Studies on Campylobacter in environment using cultural and molecular methods  

 Campylobacter chicken colonization studies 

 Cultivation of fastidious bacteria such as obligate anaerobes and microaerophiles  

 Control of pathogenic and spoilage bacteria (Campylobacter & C. perfringens) in poultry 

 

 Visiting Scientist: Department of Biomedical Sciences, University of Sassari, Italy, 2003; 

2004; 2005 (cooperation with Prof. Salvatore Rubino). 

 Studied the molecular characterization of Salmonella spp. isolated from poultry and 

humans in Libya  

 

 Virology Division, Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario (CHEO, Ottawa-Canada), 2001-

2002 

 Studied the characterization of immune response of cystic fibrosis children to varicella-

zoster vaccine (research adviser: Dr. Francisco Diaz-Mitoma). 

 

 Doctoral Research: Department of Oral medicine and Pathology, University of Glasgow, 

Scotland- U.K 1986-1990 (research supervisor: Dr. T.W MacFarlane). 

  Etiology of Actinobacillus actinomycetemcomitans in periodontal disease. 

 

 Masters Research: Department of microbiology and Virology-Medical School, University of 

Manchester- U.K, 1984-1986 (research supervisor: Dr. L.B Quesnel).  

 Investigated the sporicidal action of hydrogen peroxide 

 

 Diploma Research: Department of microbiology and Virology-Medical School, University of 

Manchester- U.K, 1983-1984 (research supervisor: Dr. L.B Quesnel). 

 The synergistic action of chlorhexidine/sulphadiazine and chlorhexidine-polymyxin 

against bacterial resistant strains isolated from a burns unit. 

  

 Successfully completed a year training in clinical diagnostic microbiology at Crewe General 

Hospital, U.K, 1982. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION  

 

 Joint collaboration with Diabetes Research Centre at Montreal University-Canada and 

McGill University to establish a Diabetes Research Centre at Aljouf University   

 Collaborated on a study on the non-prescription use of antibiotics and infection control 

practices in the eastern Mediterranean region (with Dr. Borg MA-Malta). 
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 Molecular epidemiology of Salmonella and E. coli isolates in Libya (with Dr. Salvatore 

Rubino-Italy). 

 Bacterial Meningitis in Libyan Children (with Dr. Björn Herrmann-Sweden). 

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 

 Currently working to implement postgraduate studies (MSc Infection Control) at the 

Department of Pathology, College of Medicine-Jouf University 

 

 Professor of Microbiology: Department of Pathology, Faculty of Medicine, Aljouf University, 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2011 to date. 

 Head of Pathology Department and Microbiology Unit 

 Teaching medical microbiology; virology and immunology 

 Experienced in PBL and traditional teaching methods 

 Coordinator of  Student’s Research activities 

 

 Visiting Professor, College of Medicine, Libyan International Medical University, Benghazi-

Libya, 2007-2009. 

 

 Professor of Microbiology: Department of Microbiology, Al-Arab Medical University, 2001-

2007  

 Taught medical microbiology and virology to medical, dental and pharmacy students. 

 Implemented postgraduate studies at department of microbiology, AL-Arab Medical 

University-Libya. 

 Prepared and gave lectures and tutorials for the courses, tests and examinations. 

 

 Associate Professor: Department of Microbiology, Al-Arab Medical University, 1997-2001 

 Head of microbiology Unit  

 Taught general/medical microbiology and virology to graduate students of laboratory 

medicine  

 Supervised research projects (10 Masters thesis’s) 

 

 Assistant Professor: Department of Laboratory Medicine, Al-Arab Medical University, 1993-

1997. 

 Taught general/medical microbiology and virology to graduate students of laboratory 

medicine  

 Supervised research projects in microbiology conducted by graduate students 

 Wrote  and graded exams 

 Invigilated tests and examinations 

 

 Lecturer: Faculty of Engineering and Technology, Sabha University, 1990-1993. 

 Taught general and medical microbiology to medical laboratory technology students 

 Prepared syllabus; selected reading lists, wrote and graded exams; supervised students 

laboratory work 

 

 Lecturer: Faculty of Medicine, Sabha University, 1990-1991. 
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 Taught general and medical microbiology to medical students 

 Prepared syllabus; selected reading lists, wrote and graded exams; supervised students 

laboratory work 

 prepared and marked assignments 

 

CONSULTANCY/SUPERVISION 

 

 External examiner (student research) for Ministry of Education, Saudi Arabia, 2014, 2015 

 Consultant Microbiologist at Jamahiriya hospital in Benghazi Libya (general 400 beds 

hospital) 1993-2005 

 Director of Benghazi Infectious Diseases Center and Immunity Laboratories (HIV/AIDS) 

2005-2007 

 Libyan Ministry of Health and National Pharmaceutical Company  

 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

,  

 Editorial Board member of  EC Microbiology Journal, 2014  

 Editorial Board member of Libyan Journal of Medicine, 2014 

 Canadian College of Microbiologist, 2002-present 

 European Society of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases (ESCMID), 2000-

2004. 

 National Infection Control Committee, Libya, 2005-2007. 

 Editorial board Journal of Infection in Developing Countries, 2006-present 

 Advisory board of Libyan Journal of Infectious Diseases, 2007- present. 

 Volunteer at Heart and Stroke Foundation, Ottawa-Canada 2009-2010  

 

ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES 

 

 Head of Pathology department, College of Medicine-Jouf University, 2016 to date. 

 Head of Health Science Hub at the Scientific, Forum Jouf University, 2015-to date. 

 Supervisor of Research and Postgraduate studies at College of Medicine-Jouf  

University 2013 to date. 

 Coordinator of Microbiology unit, faculty of medicine-Aljouf University, Sakaka-KSA, 

2012-to date. 

 Head of International cooperation committee, College of medicine, Aljouf University  

 A member of Continuous Medical Education Committee (CMEC), faculty of medicine-

Aljouf University, Sakaka-KSA, 2012-to date. 

 A member of the Student’s Research Committee of Aljouf University, 2013 to date. 

 Member of NCAA Standards Steering Committee, faculty of medicine-Aljouf University,  

Sakaka-KSA, 2012-to date 

 Head Premedical Sciences Department, AL-Arab Medical University, 1999-2001. 

 Coordinator Microbiology Unit, Department of Microbiology (Medical School), AL-Arab 

Medical University-Benghazi, Libya, 2003-2005. 

 External Examiner at National Medical Schools in Libya, 1995-2007. 

 Academic Staff Affairs Member, AL-Arab Medical University, 2004-2007.  

 Member of Continuous Medical Education Committee (Medical School), AL-Arab 



 5 

Medical University-Benghazi, Libya, 2005-2007. 

 Member , College Safety Committee, College of Medicine-Aljouf University, KSA 

 Head of International Relations Committee, College of Medicine-Aljouf University, KSA 

 

CONTINUING TRAINING 

 

 Biosafety and Biosecurity in General laboratories. A workshop organized by the National 

committee for Bioethics and Biosafety.  Benghazi-Libya, 9-12, January 2005. 

 

 The American Academy of Continuing Medical Education. Infection Control Congress: The 

Patient Safety Congress.  Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 17-19 Sep, 2006  

 

 Teaching Tips for Clinical Teachers I.  Organized by the Academic Centre for Medical Education, 

University College London, UK and the Libyan Board of Medical Specialties.  Benghazi-Libya, 

9-10 Dec, 2006. 

 

 Behavioral and Social Sciences Research on HIV/AIDS in the Middle East and North Africa 

(MENA) workshop, May, 1-3, 2007, Tunis-Tunisia.   

 

 Teaching Tips for Clinical Teachers I (Observer).  Organized by the Academic Centre for Medical 

Education, University College London, UK and the Libyan Board of Medical Specialties.  Tripoli-

Libya, 5-6 May, 2007. 

 

 Assessment for Examiners organized by the Academic Centre for Medical Education, University 

College London, UK and the Libyan Board of Medical Specialties.  Tripoli-Libya, 7 May, 2007. 

 

 Comprehensive Workshop on Medical Education (Problem Based Learning), organized by Qassim 

College of Medicine, Qassim University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 7-11/1/2012  

 

 Principles of Student Assessment, organized by Qassim College of Medicine, Qassim University, 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 25-26/2/2012  

 

 

Thesis Supervision: 

 

 20 BSc students  

 10 MSc students  

 1 PhD student 
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Control Guidelines and Recommendations among Healthcare Practitioners: A Local Saudi 

Experience. Accepted for publication in the IMJ in the issue in vol. 26 no, 6, December, 2019. 
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Muna M, Buzayan, Ibrahim Taher (2009).  Urinary tract infection among HIV-infected patients.  
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Taher IAA, EL-Gadi S, Shembesh N, Tobgi RS (2000). Frequency of MRSA in hospitals and the 

community in Benghazi-Libya. Clinical Microbiology and Infection, 6, supplement 1, 67. 

Taher IAA, Rao, BN, and Abdul-Rahim, Z (2000). Bacteriology of Neonatal Sepsis in a Large 

Teaching Hospital in Benghazi-Libya. J Bahrain Med Soc. 12, 91-94 

 

Tobgi, RS, and Taher, IAA (1998). Interrelationship between oral bacteria and formation of germ 

tubes by Candida albicans. J Bahrain Med Soc. 10, 71-75 

 

Taher IAA, and Tobgi, RS (1997). Emergence of Multiple Drug Resistant Salmonellae Isolated 

from Neonates in Benghazi-Libya. J Bahrain Med Soc. 9, 165-167 

 

Tobgi, RS, and Taher, IAA (1997). An Outbreak of Cholera in Ajdabia-Libya. J Bahrain Med Soc. 

9, 17-18 

 

Taher IAA, MacFarlane, TW, and Jenkins, WMM (1995). The prevalence of Actinobacillus 

actinomycetemcomitans in Scottish chronic periodontitis patients. J Bahrain Med Soc. 7, 162-167. 

 

Taher IAA and MacFarlane, TW (1991). Adherence of Actinobacillus actinomycetemcomitans to 
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