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Trade in Gaul during the Merovingian period

*Hanan Ibrahim Mohammed Kahoul Al-Werfali'
'Department of History University of Benghazi,

ABSTRACT
The economic situation in Western Europe (Gaul region) reached its worst state

after the fall of Rome in 476 AD. Trade was one of the professions that suffered
deterioration and collapse. After the establishment of the Frankish Kingdom (Merovingians)
in the Gaul region, commercial relations between the East and the West resumed, but they
were not as prosperous as in the Roman era, due to the political and economic
circumstances prevailing in Merovingian society during that period.

The Merovingian Kingdom had various relations with other countries, including
Mediterranean countries such as Syria, Lebanon, and Egypt, in addition to trade relations
with the city of Constantinople. However, these relationships significantly declined in the

late Merovingian period due to the deterioration of the political situation in Gaul.
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As for internal trade, rivers played a major role in its continuation in Gaul during
that period, despite the security and geographical difficulties that dominated the trade
routes within Gaul.
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