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Abstract

The study examined the Libyan regime before 2011, which relied on its distributive,
extractive, and ideological capacities to ensure its continuity, granting it a high degree of stability. In
contrast, civil society institutions were weak and completely subordinate to the regime, which in turn
weakened internal pressures for political reform. However, changes in the international system
deprived the regime of Soviet support and placed it on the list of rogue states that the United States
sought to change.

International pressures began to yield results, as the Libyan political system responded to global
demands, particularly regarding weapons of mass destruction. The Libyan regime announced its
abandonment of such weapons and opened its nuclear facilities for inspection by the International
Atomic Energy Agency. This move was met with positive reactions from the West, leading to a visit
by British Prime Minister Tony Blair to Libya in April 2004, marking the end of ideological and
political hostility with the West. This shift signified the replacement of ideology with interests as the
foundation of international relations.

The continued tight grip of the Libyan leadership on the state's resources and institutions was a crucial
factor in the regime’s prolonged survival without undertaking any political reforms, despite its record
of human rights violations. The adaptation of the former Libyan regime, led by Muammar Gaddafi, to
international political reform demands was a complex and contradictory process. The regime attempted
to balance its adherence to its political ideology, "The Third Universal Theory,” with maintaining its
domestic legitimacy while also responding to international pressures to avoid isolation and sanctions.
The study proposed the following hypothesis:

"ldeological, extractive, and distributive factors contributed to the continuity of the Libyan political
system, supported by political repression and control over security institutions, along with failed
policies. This ultimately made the regime fragile in the face of popular protests and international
pressures, leading to its collapse in 2011."

The study reached several key conclusions, the most important of which were the limitations of
adaptation, including ideological rigidity, the lack of political will for reform, and reliance on force
rather than negotiation. The absence of strong political institutions capable of leading a peaceful and
organized reform process further exacerbated the situation. The regime’s refusal to adapt to both
international and domestic demands escalated tensions, ultimately resulting in its downfall.
Keywords: Ideological capabilities — Distributive capacities — Extractive capacities — International
pressures — Political reform.
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